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Swiss radio and television "SRG SSR idée suisse" is a public service institution: it has a federal, societal, cultural, and linguistic remit to fulfil in the linguistically complex setting of a country with four official languages. As a media enterprise, though, it is also subject to market and competitive forces. 

A major on-going project
 is investigating whether and how SRG SSR should, can, and actually does fulfil language policy demands by examining external language policy expectations, organizational-hierarchical internal rules, newswriting practice, and quality control follow-up communication in four modules. Based on this analysis, project members have developed, implemented, and evaluated measures to systematically promote language discourse in SRG SSR, reinforce the organizational language awareness, and empower the individuals concerned to use language and their languages in a more differentiated way to reflect language policy. This knowledge transfer is transdisciplinary, occurring in conjunction with the professional development managers, program directors, and news editors of SF Swiss television. Ultimately, they prepare specific measures to implement transfer to other participants in Swiss television, Swiss radio, the Swiss media system, and beyond. A significant contribution is expected to be made on the discursive cohesion of the intentionally multilingual Switzerland in a media-influenced world.

The present contribution  focuses on the methodology and findings of the newswriting  practice research module. First, it outlines the basics of Progression Analysis, a multimethod approach for investigating writing situations, actions, and strategies in professional settings (Perrin 2006). The institutional, organizational, and individually motivated strategies and practices of the media professionals under investigation as well as the traces of their actions in their broadcast news are then presented. Finally, these findings are related to the findings of the other modules of the research project. The role and importance of writing research within interdisciplinary projects are highlighted and discussed. 

Perrin, D. (2006). Progression Analysis: An Ethnographic, Computer-Based Multi-Method Approach to Investigate Natural Writing Processes. In L. Van Waes, M. Leijten & C. Neuwirth (Eds.), Writing in the digital Media (pp. 175-181). Amsterdam et al.: Elsevier.
Daniel Perrin, Prof. Dr. phil., born in 1961, is a professor for media linguistics and director of the Institute of Applied Media Studies IAM of the Zurich University of Applied Sciences Winterthur (ZHW). Main areas of research and teaching: media linguistics, text production research, methodology of writing research, editorial quality management, professional writing, coaching writing, professionalizing communication.

�The call asks to indicate the "preferred format" (i.e. individual or poster presentation). I assume you are planning to do an individual presentation and not a poster, panel, or roundtable session.


�I reformatted this section slightly because it wasn't clear at first what the title of your proposal was. It is not necessary (or usual) in North America to list academic titles on an abstract or article, especially when they are included in the short bibliographic note at the bottom of the page. It is unusual in any case to call people Prof. Dr. (usually the Dr. is dropped in academic settings or sometimes people use the convention of Prof. Daniel Perrin, Ph.D. if they feel it is important to add "weight" to a speaker's name).


�What is the duration of this project? The call asks that the "scope and duration of the research project" be specified.





