Collaborative news writing: a discursive perspective on news production
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Research on media language has traditionally applied a product view to the study of the news, focusing for example on textual analyses of print media 


(Richardson 2006) ADDIN EN.CITE  or on transcript-based analyses of broadcast media (Hutchby 2006). In this panel, however, we set out to explore new avenues of media language research by broadening the scope from the end product (the media text) to the process and practice of news production. Preliminary discursive research on front and back region aspects of news production was presented during panels at the 9th and 10th  International Pragmatics Conferences (July 2005, July 2007) and has been published in a special issue on the discourse of news management in Pragmatics  (Van Hout & Jacobs 2008).

In keeping with the conference theme of diversity, context and structure, the panel seeks to explore how media texts are produced in complex and highly dynamic collaborative organizational contexts. Whereas text production research traditionally reconstructs either single authors’ decisions, strategies, and routines (the "mono-micro-without-macro" perspective) or general organizational phenomena (the non-grounded perspective), this panel aims to describe and explain in an ethnographically dense way the interplay of individual and interpersonal situated activity of journalists, cutters, editors etc. as co-authors working on the same item at (about) the same time (Perrin, Burger, Fürer, Gnach, Schanne & Wyss 2008)
Presentations of unpublished innovative approaches, empirically grounded and theoretically integrative, are welcome. For the purpose of this panel, the term news media comprises print media (newspapers, magazines), broadcast media (television, radio) and online media (e-zines, blogs, podcasts). 
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